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Sunday, October 2, 10:30 AM. Childcare and RE at 10:30

“Promises to Keep”

Rev. Leisa Huyck

You may have heard it said that Unitarian Universalism is a covenantal faith, rather
than a creedal one. Yes, but what does that really mean? Rev. Leisa Huyck will show
how covenant goes to the very heart of our religion, helping us restore our relationships
with each other and with the community of all life.

Sunday, October 9, 10:30 AM. Childcare and RE at 10:30

“Broken”

Rev. Leisa Huyck

Yom Kippur is the Day of Atonement, the holiest day of the Jewish year. It is a day for
Jews to make amends and do what they can to reconcile, a day to release the burden
of shame so they can heal and become their best selves. On the day after Yom Kippur,
we will think about what it means when we Unitarian Universalists break our covenants-
-with ourselves, with each other, and with the interdependent web of all being. We will
think about what it might mean to practice atonement.

Sunday, October 16, 10:30 AM. Childcare and RE at 10:30

“Standing on the Side of Love”

Rev. Leisa Huyck & DRE Karen McCarthy

Unitarian Universalism is a faith tradition that honors the inherent worth and dignity of every
person. Our congregation welcomes people of all sexual orientations and gender identities
into our religious community. When it comes to equal protection of civil rights for all people,
we stand on the side of love. Through words and music, we’'ll deepen our understanding of
what this stance means for us, as individuals, and as a congregation.

Sunday, October 23, 10:30 AM. Childcare and RE at 10:30

John Bailey

Local Native American historian John Bailey will be the presenter for this service; the
title and a description of the topic have not yet been announced. John is a member of
the Grand Traverse Band of Ottawa and Chippewa Indians. Look for more information
in future issues of the Flash.

Sunday, October 30, 10:30 AM. Childcare and RE at 10:30

“Not the Opposite of Life”

Rev. Leisa Huyck

The late Rev. Forrest Church wrote: “Religion is the human response to the dual reality
of being alive and having to die.” Many people are afraid of death—their own and that
of their loved ones. Many people think of death as a depressing subject. But can
becoming comfortable with death actually make us more joyful? If Unitarian
Universalism is a faith that affirms the beauty and goodness of life on earth, how can it
help us become more comfortable with death? As the Day of the Dead, All Souls’ Day,
and Samhain approach, Rev. Dr. Leisa Huyck will explore these and other questions
about death and life.

the BEACON

BEACON Deadlines: Last Sunday
of each month,
following the last service.

Sunday, November 6, 10:30 AM. Childcare and RE at 10:30
“Fair Food in Our Town”

Diane Connors

Discover how what we eat, how we engage in our community,
and policy can transform the food economy to strengthen
families, farms, and our community. Diane Conners, Senior
Policy Specialist in Food & Farming at the Michigan Land Use
Institute will challenge us with real actions we can take that
make a positive difference.
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From the President...

Board of Trustees Report for September 20, 2011

First. An Enormous Thank Y ou and Appreciation
Expressed for a Job Well Done on behalf of the
congregation to Jim Cook for the continuous and
steady publication of the Beacon for so many years. |
don't know the number of years we have relied on
Jim to get the Beacon out to us and although we
depend on it for congregation news, we may, at the
same time take for granted. Jim, modestly, would not
admit to the number of years that he has been
responsible for our congregation publication.

But now we must find another to take on the
function of editor. Jim’s changing work
commitments will preempt his availability to put
together the Beacon each month. So thank you Jim

and if any of you have the interest in taking up this
task, please ask Jim about it or contact the Board of
Trustees.

In other notes we Thank Dan Orr for continuing
as chairperson of the Stewardship Committee for this
year. Dan led us last year with imagination, energy
and determination to a very successful stewardship
campaign and will need all of our support again this
year.

The Board of Trusteesis planning for an
interimship startup workshop for the Board,
Reverend Leisa and the Interim Transition Team for
October 1% and a Board retreat with Reverend Leisa
on November 5™,

—Wax Old Bear

Y
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ADULT PROGRAMS AND
EVENTS

beadmakers to be used for housing,
health care and education. The sale
will take place from 10 am. until 4
p.m. Last year's sale was the most

WeHold In Our Hearts

Fred Schaaf sma—who recently had
surgery for amalignant astrocytoma
tumor in his brain. He had successful
surgery and isin Rehab therapy before
he begins six weeks of radiation and
chemo treatments while remaining
nearby in Ann Arbor. He needsto be
near the U. of M. hospitals for regular

in November around the 11". To read
his journals and write to him go to:
http://www.caringbridge.org/visit/
fredschaafsma.

We Are Mindful Of:

Men’s Group

UU men will beinviting friends to
join them for dinner and conversation
at Ruby Tuesday's on Monday,
October 17. We gather at 5:30 pm for
agood inexpensive meal and friendly
conversation. Mark Gustafson
checkups. Tentatively may returnto TC | suggested that “the skinny guy on the
end will likely continue to raise
pertinent and provocative questions.”
If you are male and new to UUCGT
thisisagood impromptu socializing

Questions? Call John Ort 932 8766 or

successful Bead for Life fundraiser of
all that were held worldwide. Thanks
to our Traverse City and UU
communities for their support.

Volunteers are needed to work the
day of the sale and also to bake
cookies. If you can volunteer for atwo
hour shift or more please contact
Joann Rosi at 932-1132.or Bonnie
Mathias at 935-3715, email
Aberdeen@chartermi.net. If you can
bake cookies and/or help with
refreshments the day of the sale
contact Pinkie Hoffman at 275-3602.

Soup Lunch: On Sunday, October
9 the quilters will have a soup and

Charlotte Shea as she returnsto the Mark Gustafson 929 9608. bread lunch following the coffee h
Mayo clinic for more evaluation this Prr eegnc _”0 OW]SQ;edeO ee (?Uf-
comi ng week. 4 N FroC S WI pl‘O}/I .e money 1or

Kim Gribi's father after hisleg OTHER th%I bee;d sale...printing, paper goods
amputation. and other costs.

Chloe and Ariel Love with knee and ANNOUNCEMENTS AND Raffle: The quilters will raffle two
ankle problems. ACTIVITIES African print quilted wall hangings

L ) that have been under construction by

Loss: the group for several months.

L ee Womack's grandfather Bead for Life Proceeds will benefit alocal cause.

We are aso mindful of those whose
families are being deployed and are

harm’ s way.
—Arline Howe

On Saturday, November 5 the UU
e _ : | quilters are bringing beautiful, one of
serving in countries which leave themin| 5 kind paper bead jewelry — ear rings,
bracelets, necklaces — back to our
sanctuary for afund raising bead sale.
All proceeds benefit the Ugandan

The raffle will take place on the bead
saleday....November 5. The quilts
will be displayed outside the
sanctuary prior to the raffle.

(Continued on page 3)
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(Continued from page 2)

/ Women’s
4 Resource Center

: A | Toy Project
- W l Since the early 1980s
< our congregation has
A AN provided a new toy for
each child spending the holidays at the
Women's Resource Center sheltersin
Traverse City. During November we collect
funds and then our children shop for and
wrap the toys.
So, shoppers, mark your calendar for the
morning of Saturday, December 3
For more information please contact Kathy
Prentice at 941-8758 or Karen McCarthy at
947-3117. More info will follow in the
Beacon, Flash and through R.E.

MINDING THE STORE

Don’t Miss a Single Issue

Jim Cook, our dedicated editor of The Beacon
for many yearsis going to have to give up the
reins now because of changing work
obligations.

In order to keep this publication coming,
someone needs to step forward to take over
Jim's duties. Please volunteer by contacting
Jim or through the Board.

Thanks Jim, for al your service.

—Max Old Bear
LEAP! News
Hello to al on-going or new group
facilitators.

| am in the process of creating an updated,
expanded Fal Roster of Programs supported
through Lifespan Educational Adult
Programming (LEAP!) for UUCGT. If you
have previously, or are anew facilitator of an
on-going group at UUCGT, please review the
description previoudy sent for the Autumn
Roster or create a new onethat fits! If you
have a new ideafor anew group, would like
to facilitate a new group, please forward those
ideas as well. Y our group may be open to the
public or held in locations outside of the
building—nonetheless, al groups are vitd to

(Continued on page 4)

Is Our Chureh Gay?
Gy Rights and Religious Bducation

For the first few weeks of October, our RE classes will focus
on justice-making through the democratic process, and the
importance of working towards equality for all people, including
all sexual orientations and gender identities. These activities,
designed to be age-appropriate, will help our young folk to

explore the First and Fifth Principles of Unitarian Universalism.

We will be talking about love and family rather than human
sexuality, and about how working towards justice for all is an

inherent component of living our Unitarian Universalist faith.

These activities will also include developmentally appropriate
information about the bullying that often occurs because of
people’s actual or perceived sexual orientation or gender identity,
and how to combat it. The current challenge to the anti-
discrimination ordinance in Traverse City is an example of
bullying on an adult, civic scale, and our children and youth will
explore ways that they can work towards justice on this issue,
with the understanding that (in the Rev. Dr. King’s words)

“injustice anywhere is a threat to justice everywhere.”

The Rev. Meg Riley, minister of the Church of the Larger
Fellowship, wrote a helpful pamphlet on talking to children
about these subjects, called “Is Our Church Gay? Answering
Children’s Questions about Homophobia and Sexual
Orientation.” She describes five different stages that children go
through as they develop their comprehension, and she provides

easy language for addressing children’s questions.

www.uua.org/documents/rileymeaqg/is our church gay.pdf

Similar

Leaders are needed for these activities, and for help with RE

behind the scenes, too. Please contact me if you can help.

Karen McCarthy
dre@uucgt.org
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(Continued from page 3)

the ongoing ways of expanding
connections and enhancing learning for
al members, friends, or new visitorsto
our congregation.

Past ongoing-groups have consisted
of the following:

o Chautauqua Discussion Series
o Nature Based Spirituality Group
e UUCGT Book Group
e UUCGT Men'’s Discussion/Dinner
Out Group
e UUCGT Women's Group: Cresative
Mirth

e Voca Ensemble
e Musical Ensemble
Peacemakers Needle Workers
Wednesday Night Social/Supper
Meditation Group
Folk Dancers
Bridge

Imagine thistime as you update the
description that you are someone that
hasn't attended your group and would
appreciate a brief view of what the group
experienceislike. In doing this, please
provide a short description of how one
would fed included and actively take
part as a newcomer. As always, we need
the time and dates of your meetings,
facilitator contact information and if
childcare can be provided (we strive to
make al groups availableto all; this
could be acritical ingredient for
attendance and Lindahas alist of
childcare providersto use in the office).
Linda has a copy of old program/group
rostersin the office, should you need to
view your old description.

Please forward your up-dated
description to me no later than M onday
9-26. The new roster will be published
for both hard-copy and electronic
distribution early in October.

If 1, or our committee can be of
support to the ongoing success of your
group, if you have aneed for funding
for your group, or any other
promotional needs, please do not
hesitate to call upon me. Thank you for
your commitment to the vitality of our
congregation and beyond.

—Judy VanDeWeghe
LEAP! Committee Chair
judyvdw@aol.com
231-421-3341

SOCIAL JUSTICE AND
ACTION

\—

\

You don't have to like everyone. No
one does. | don’'t. We usually like
people who have compatible
personalities with ours, people who
have the same interests that we have,
people we enjoy doing things with.
Some peoplewe just don't like. That's
okay. But to just not like someone
because of who they are, something that
they have no power over—that does not
make sense. We are all born with
certain characteristics, like nationality,
color of our skin, sexuality, etc. You
can change your religion, but if people
want to hate you for your religion, they
don't care if you have changed it or not.
They will hate you for being the
religion you were born into. We call
that blind hate, hate for NO good
reason. You don’'t have to like
everyone, but to hate them for
something they have no power over isa
waste of your energy and unpleasant for
al! Asthe song goes: Y ou have to be
taught to love and to hate.

These days thereis alot of hate
fuming under the surface. Some of this
hate is because some have succeeded,
and they happen to have been born with
darker skin color than others. Skin color
or race is something that some waste
lots of hateful energy on. Sexual
orientation is another. Whether you like
it or not, people are born being straight
or gay, etc. If you don't think so, you
who are straight, try being gay, not just
one event but for months. Can you
change yourself? NO. So why expect
those who are gay to change
themselves? And why bother to be mad
about it and hateful to them? They
cannot change so why waste energy
being angry? Who you loveis private,
and something we all hope we can
enjoy!

If you believe that is against God, |
have faith that God can take care of
God' s own ways. We do not need to do
it for God. God would not want usto be
hateful here on earth because of what

Page 4

) we think God believes. God teaches;

“love thy neighbor as thyself!”

This November 8, wein Traverse
City get to vote on whether we think all
different kinds of people deserve
protection under the law. This vote sets
the attitude throughout northern lower
Michigan. The way TC goes, so goes
the region. A vote Y ES means that
gays, leshians, transgendered will be
protected against discrimination in
education, jobs, housing, and public
housing like motels. Most of us are
protected against discrimination, so why
should not gays also be protected? This
is nothing special. Thisis giving them
the same protection we all have now.
All but gays have this protection now.
We need to vote YES, and get your
neighbors and friends to do the same. If
you can help please come and help us
win this ballot issue. It is a non-partisan
issue.

During the next few weeks before
the election, you will hear alot of
rhetoric against thisand alot of fear
will betalked about asif it came direct
from God and what it might do to us.
These words are from other people who
have their own agendas against gays.
They come mainly from downstate and
all across the nation to fight thisin our
yard. They give lots of money and talk a
lot about God and what it will do if this
ballot issue passes. Many citiesin
Michigan have equal rightsfor al,
including gays, etc. Many statesin the
nation have these equal rights also.
Some cities that have passed laws to
keep discrimination legal, keep hate on
their law books, have lost lots of
business. Conventions and many
businesses | eft town or cancelled their
meetings there, etc. Look for example at
Cincinnati, etc.

We need fair laws, no discrimination
against anyone! To help please call 231-
946-8806, go to the office at the north
east corner of Eighth and Franklin, 601B
E. 8" St. in Traverse City; visit the
website, tcequality.org. We can use help
phoning, mailings, etc. It is also okay to
just send adonation if you can, please,
TC Equality, PO Box 1642, Traverse
City, 49685. Anything and everything
helpsto counteract the hate rhetoric we

(Continued on page 5)



(Continued from page 4)

will be hearing these next weeks before
the November 8 election. And on your
absentee ballot, or on November 8, be
sureto mark YES on the ballot issue for
Non-discrimination, mark Y ES for no
discrimination! Thank you! If questions
or problems, please contact me. Thanks!

—Emmy Lou

UUCGT Participates in Day of
Caring
On September 8, members and friends

to kick off
the annua
United
Way Day
of Caring. The volunteer project chosen
by UUCGT was Bootsfor Kids, which
provides new winter boots, socks, hats,
gloves and dental care productsto
hundreds of children in the areain need
of warm clothing.

After the breakfast the group spent
most of morning sorting boxes of boots,
hats and gloves into sizes. Later, the
boxes of boots will be filled with the
clothing and dental products and
distributed to the schoolsin the
Traverse City area. Some of the group
members al so spent the morning
stuffing
envelopes
with thank
you letters
to people
who have
donated
fundsto

the Boots for Kids project.

Besides being aworthy cause, this
community project was both fun and
rewarding and will hopefully become an
annual event for the Congregation. With
many thanks to the following: Bob
Fitch, John Ort, Pinkie Hoff mann,
Karen Culp, Connie Hoffman, Joan
Sheard, Caroline Hall, and Clif
Thompson.

—~Penny Ort

N\

MUSICAL NOTES

A

Piano Parent Needed!

The Music Task Force is hoping some
willing member can find it possible to
step up and help us with a continuing
task: being responsible for our lovely

piano. First, thisinvolves
calling Jim Cox, our tuner, and
arranging for piano tuning
approximately twice ayear.
This might involve letting him
into the church, and aso
listening to any comments or
advice he might have when he's
finished.
Second, the piano has a
humidifier. Fromtimetotime a
light goes on and at that time a pitcher
of water needs to be mixed with a
special conditioner, and poured into a
tube under the piano. That'sit! You'd
just need to look at it from time to time.

Down the road we hope to purchase
an electric piano, or Clavinova, to give
us alittle more versatility and to use
elsewhere than in the sanctuary. We'll
need someone to investigate that project
and possibly think of raising some funds
for that.

Please contact MTF member Judy
Weaver if you're willing to help! Call

231-947-0947 or e mail:
weavmusi c@aol.com.

ODDS AND ENDS

g

Kewanee Drive House Sit/

Rental for Winter Months:
Home for rent, January 8 through April
10. We are UUCGT members who will
be in Mexico during the winter months.
Our home offers the comfort of one-
floor living (including the laundry and
master bedroom) with an extra bedroom
and office on the second floor. Heated
garage. Finished lower level for storage.
Located just off East Shore Drive, less
than amile from the UUCGT and amile
from downtown TC. Views and walk to
the East Bay. Y ou would pay low rent
and utilities. Contact Judy or Rick
VanDeWeghe at 231.421.3341.

Puerto Vallarta timeshare

available for rent or sale.
One or two weeks at alovely traditional
Mexican boutigque hotel right on the
ocean, on the near south side of Puerto
Vallarta. Thisis atwo bedroom villa,
beautifully furnished, that offersa
spectacular terrace view of the Banderas
Bay and its schools of whales and
dolphins. One of PV's best authentic
restaurants located on site. Great,
friendly staff; totally secure; walk, bus
or short taxi ride to all the attractions of
PV. We love this place and ownership
affords trades to other locations all over
the world as well. Seethe hotd at http://
www.lindomarresort.com/ See reviews
at http://www.tripadvisor.com/
Hotel Review-0150793-d185414-
Reviews-Lindo Mar_Resort-
Puerto Vallarta Pacific Coast.html
Interested? Contact Rick VanDe-
Weghe at 231.421.3341, 231-492-3026
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Calendar

All events take place at the Congregation building unless otherwise
noted. Events marked with an * are part of the ongoing LEAP!
Programs and can be joined at any time.

October 2011

02 Sun

02 Sun
02 Sun
04 Tue
05 Wed
05 Wed
05 Wed
06 Thurs
06 Thurs
08 Sat
08 Sat

09 Sun
09 Sun
09 Sun
11 Tue
11 Tue
11 Tue
12 Wed
12 Wed
12 Wed
13 Thurs
15 Sat

16 Sun

16 Sun
18 Tue
18 Tue
19 Wed
19 Wed
19 Wed
20 Thur
22 Sat

23 Sun
23 Sun
25 Tue
25 Tue
26 Wed
26 Wed
26 Wed

“Promises to Keep”
10:30AM

* Mindfulness Meditation Group; Fleda Brown, 3:30-7:30PM
Oh Beautiful Gaia Concert; Linda Hebert, 7-9PM

* Bridge Group; Christie McGue, 1-4:30PM

* Peacemakers Needleworkers; 1:30-3:30PM

Wednesday Night Supper, Potluck; Mary Kiner, 6-8PM

* International Folk Dancers; Mary Van Valin, 7-8:30PM
Music Committee; Holly Knibbs, 6-7PM

Vocal Ensemble; Shelley Burnes, 7-9PM

Holistic Wellness Group; Nicholaus Erber, 11AM-12PM
Past Board Presidents Mtg; John Hoffmann, 12-2PM

“Broken,” Rev. Leisa Huyck One Service @ 10:30AM
Soup Luncheon by Peacemakers; Kathy Prentice, 12-2PM
* Mindfulness Meditation Group; Fleda Brown, 6-8PM

* Bridge Group; Christie McGue, 1-4:30PM

Sunday Services Committee, Holly Knibbs, 6-7:30PM
Finance Committee; Kay Sturgeon, 7-8:30PM

* Peacemakers Needleworkers; 1:30-3:30PM
Wednesday Night Supper; Mary Kiner, 6-8PM

* International Folk Dancers; Mary Van Valin, 7-8:30PM
Vocal Ensemble; Shelley Burnes, 7-9PM

Holistic Wellness Group; Nicholaus Erber, 11AM-12PM

“Standing on the Side of Love,” Rev. Leisa Huyck & DRE
Karen McCarthy One Service @ 10:30AM

* Mindfulness Meditation Group; Fleda Brown, 6-8PM

* Bridge Group; Christie McGue, 1-4:30PM

UUCGT Board Meeting; Max OldBear, 6:30-9PM

* Peacemakers Needleworkers; 1:30-3:30PM

Wednesday Night Supper; Mary Kiner, 6-8PM

* International Folk Dancers; Mary Van Valin, 7-8:30PM
Vocal Ensemble; Shelley Burnes, 7-9PM

Holistic Wellness Group; Nicholaus Erber, 11AM-12PM

TBA One Service @ 10:30AM

* Mindfulness Meditation Group; Fleda Brown, 6-8PM

* Bridge Group; Christie McGue, 1-4:30PM

Sunday Services Committee; Holly Knibbs, 6-8PM

* Peacemakers Needleworkers; 1:30-3:30PM
Wednesday Night Supper; Mary Kiner, 6-8PM

* International Folk Dancers; Mary Van Valin, 7-8:30PM

Rev. Leisa Huyck One Service @

27 Thur
29 Sat

30 Sun

30 Sun

Vocal Ensemble; Shelley Burnes, 7-9PM
Holistic Wellness Group; Nicholaus Erber, 11AM-12PM

“Not the Opposite of Life,” Rev. Leisa Huyck One Service @
10:30AM
* Mindfulness Meditation Group; Fleda Brown, 6-8PM

November 2011

01 Tue
02 Wed
02 Wed
02 Wed
03 Thurs
03 Thurs
04 Fri
05 Sat
05 Sat

06 Sun

06 Sun
08 Tue
08 Tue
08 Tue
09 Wed
09 Wed
09 Wed
10 Thurs

13 Sun
13 Sun
15 Tue
15 Tue
16 Wed
16 Wed
16 Wed
17 Thurs

20 Sun
20 Sun
22 Tue
23 Wed
23 Wed
23 Wed
24 Thurs

27 Sun
27 Sun
29 Tue
30 Wed
30 Wed
30 Wed

* Bridge Group; Christie McGue, 1-4:30PM

* Peacemakers Needleworkers; 1:30-3:30PM
Wednesday Night Supper; Mary Kiner, 6-8PM

* International Folk Dancers; Mary Van Valin, 7-8:30PM
Music Committee; Holly Knibbs, 6-7PM

Vocal Ensemble; Shelley Burnes, 7-9PM

Bead Sale Setup; Kathy Prentice, 4-8:30PM

Bead Sale; Kathy Prentice, 10AM-4PM

Holistic Wellness Group; Nicholaus Erber, 11AM-12PM

“Fair Food in Our Town,” Diane Connors One Service @
10:30AM

* Mindfulness Meditation Group; Fleda Brown, 6-8PM

* Bridge Group; Christie McGue, 1-4:30PM

Sunday Services Committee; Holly Knibbs, 6-7:30PM
Finance Committee; Kay Sturgeon, 7-8:30PM

* Peacemakers Needleworkers; 1:30-3:30PM

Wednesday Night Supper; Mary Kiner, 6-8PM

* International Folk Dancers; Mary Van Valin, 7-8:30PM
Vocal Ensemble; Shelley Burnes, 7-9PM

TBA, One Service @ 10:30AM

* Mindfulness Meditation Group; Fleda Brown, 6-8PM

* Bridge Group; Christie McGue, 1-4:30PM

UUCGT Board Meeting; Max OldBear, 6:30-9PM

* Peacemakers Needleworkers; 1:30-3:30PM
Wednesday Night Supper; Mary Kiner, 6-8PM

* International Folk Dancers; Mary Van Valin, 7-8:30PM
Vocal Ensemble, Holly Knibbs, 7-9PM

TBA, One Service @ 10:30AM

* Mindfulness Meditation Group; Fleda Brown, 6-8PM

* Bridge Group; Christie McGue, 1-4:30PM

* Peacemakers Needleworkers; 1:30-3:30PM
Wednesday Night Supper; Mary Kiner, 6-8PM

* International Folk Dancers; Mary Van Valin, 7-8:30PM
Vocal Ensemble; Shelley Burnes, 7-9PM

TBA, One Service @ 10:30AM

* Mindfulness Meditation Group; Fleda Brown, 6-8PM

* Bridge Group; Christie McGue, 1-4:30PM

* Peacemakers Needleworkers; 1:30-3:30PM
Wednesday Night Supper; Mary Kiner, 6-8PM

* International Folk Dancers; Mary Van Valin, 7-8:30PM



